
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES        DECEMBER 8, 2016 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                   PAGE 

 

 

 The Washington City Council met in a special session on Thursday, December 8, 2016 at 6:00pm in the 

City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; Virginia Finnerty, Mayor 

Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; Larry Beeman, Councilmember and 

William Pitt, Councilmember.  Also present: Bobby Roberson, City Manager and Cynthia S. Bennett, City 

Clerk.   

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Mercer delivered the 

invocation. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  

NCDOT PROPOSED 15TH STREET WIDENING & ACCESS MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

 Bobby Roberson, City Manager explained that tonight’s meeting is to collect comments regarding the 

NCDOT proposed 15th Street Widening and Access Management Project. There will be no debates regarding 

pros/cons of the project.  Staff has received several phone calls from members of the public regarding this 

project.  Mr. Roberson thanked the Beaufort Observer and The Washington Daily News for their coverage of 

this project. Written comments from the Rich Company were delivered to the Manager’s Office this week and 

will be incorporated into the record.  

 

 Frankie Buck, Public Works Director introduced Jeff Cabaniss, NCDOT/Division 2 Planning Engineer 

based out of Greenville, NC and David Bass from HNTB - Engineer/Design firm for the project.  Jeff Cabaniss 

provided a brief overview of the project.  In 2012, the General Assembly passed a law called STI Law 

(Strategic Transportation Investments), which radically changed how projects were funded and constructed.  

Each projet is given a score – SPOT (Strategic Prioritization Of Transportation).  In a comprehensive 

transportation plan, routes are identified that need improvement.  The Mid East Rural Planning Organization 

(RPO) reviewed the Comprehensive Transportation Plan and the 15th Street project scored high enough to 

became eligible for funding.   

 

 
 

 Councilmember Mercer stated there are a couple of things that concern him regarding this project. Cost: 

$16 million is a tremendous amount of money to put into this project.  He understands the concern is a safety 

issue along 15th Street.  He feels the placement of four additional stoplights would address most of the problems 

along this area.  He further suggested the placement of a median device of some type to prevent turning into 

some of the driveways on this street (i.e.  reflective medians as used on River Road/Brick Kiln Road). He feels 

$500,000 (four stoplights and reflective medians) would resolve the safety issues on this street as opposed to the 

$16million project proposed by NCDOT.  

 

 Mr. Cabaniss said the law states if the project is radically changed, the project would have to completely 

start over.   

 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing and asked members of the audience to hold their comments to 

3-4 minutes due to the number of individuals signed up to speak.  
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Buzz Cayton read the following letter to Council: 

 
 

Tony Keech - asked for help from the City regarding his property along 15th Street. He is requesting the 

installation of a retaining wall because NCDOT will be taking a large portion of his front property. He also 

expressed concern with drainage.  

 

Cynthia Lovick - thanked Council for extending the opportunity for residents to speak on this project.  She 

resides at 1408 Washington Street (Corner of Washington and 15th Street).  Several concerns with the project: 

(1)  People do not yield to the light (2) Concerns with median installation because she wouldn’t be able to make 

a left turn from Washington Street onto 15th Street.   

 

John Conway - owns propety at 15th and Market (Beaufort Monument Co.) said this design will take a large 

portion of his property.  Currently they have 6 parking spaces, if the project goes through they would only have 

2.  If they had to rebuild they couldn’t, due to setback requirements.  This project will take away approximately 

40% of their display area and subsequently decrease their sales. He is asking Council to think about this from a 

business and personnal standpoint. Look at long term effects of what this project will do to the city.  

 

Ned Hulbert - 1232 North Market Street read the following letter:   
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Mary Day Mordecai - asked Council to keep in mind that Washington is a beautiful town and that we need to 

maintain our beautiful neighborhoods.  This project could kill the heart and soul of Washington. Slow the 

project down.  

 

David Hodges - stated he is a commercial real estate broker from Rocky Mount, speaking on behalf of Beth 

Sloan.  She owns the Speedway gas station located at Pierce and 15th Street. Ms. Sloan would like for the 

project to go away and she is asking for reconsideration of this project. (written comments from Ms. Sloan 

inserted below) 
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Sarah Ninan - stated she grew up on Summitt Avenue that dead ends on 15th Street.  Many of the driveways on 

15th Street were already flooded recently with a minimum amount of rain.  She encourages everyone to think 

about how this could impact Washington.  

 

Pat Griffin - said he is strongly opposed to this project. He spent most of the week speaking with 

business/property owners.  They are upset and concerned about the project. Mass majority is strongly opposed 

to the raised median. His tenants have concern with fire protection along Bennett Street, Paul Street, etc. as they 

are deadend streets limiting access by fire apparateus.  His tenants are opposed to this project.  

 

Karl Simmons - 12th and Respess St.  He and his wife are opposed to the proposed project as presented. The 

recent project on Hwy. 264/John Small Avenue increased problems on 15th Street. 

 

Liz Barnhardt - presented the following letter to Council: 

 
 

 

Tomp Litchfield - asked if this project is a “done deal”?  Mayor Hodges said Council is holding a public hearing 

to receive comments for NCDOT.  It is not a City of Washington project.   Mr. Litchfield noted that the City 

Council agenda for December 12th has two items related to the 15th Street project. He continued by expresseing 

concern over fire trucks being able to get to fires in a timely manner due to medians. Additional stop lights 

could be an answer to this problem. He is asking Council to stop the project - not just slow it down. 
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Larry Lang - with First Bank asked that the stoplight not be removed from Washington and 15th St. He 

reviewed the letter from William Taylor, Senior Vice Preseident (First Bank).

  
 

 

Lori Champion Melton – business manager and co-owner of Hospital Pharmacy.  They have a problem with the 

raised medians and they want to keep the entrances they have.  Problems already with flooding in this area and 

this project could make the flooding worse.  

 

Mariah Wilson – Co-owner Coldwell Banker/Coastal Rivers Realty said she is not impacted personally by this 

project, but would like to address a few topics of concern. This corridor is one of the most densely populated 

commercial/residential areas in the city. She suggested moving the project to another location. If people have 

trouble accessing properties, some businesses could have to shut down. She asked that Council slow the process 

down.  

 

Liz Barnhart spoke again stating this project is the City’s project not just NCDOT.   

 

Karl Simmons spoke again noting a local firefighter signed the petition and he has stated this project is a 

nightmare and recipe for disaster.  Mr. Simmons also discussed the agenda items relating to 15th Street on the 

12-12-16 Council agenda.   

 

Jane Roebuck - grew up on Market and 13th Street.  This project will have a negative effect on these areas.  We 

should ask ourselves if the negative impacts outweigh the proposed benefits for the community.  If so, then stop 

this project and provide an innovative and reasonable solution for the 15th Street corridor.  Please consider 

stopping the plan as currenlty proposed.  

 

Polk Culpepper – resides on Summit Avenue asked what authority does City Council have in this project? 

Mayor Hodges explained this is a hearing for NCDOT.  Mr. Roberson explained the comments made tonight 

will be presented to NCDOT as they are on a fact finding session.  Mr. Culpepper asked if the City has authority 

to tell NCDOT we don’t want the project.  Councilmember Mercer said we will summarize the comments made 

tonight, then Council can make a recommendation to proceed or not proceed with the project.  

 

Doug Solomon – 11th Street said no one tonight has spoken positive about this project.  

 

Barbara Grimes – expressed her concern with the project and disagreed that if you don’t live or own property 

on 15th Street, the project doesn’t impact you. 

 

Doris Moate – serves on the City of Washington Planning Board.  She stated these same comments have been 

voiced before at the Planning Board meeting.  It was the Planning Board’s recommendation to have Council 

hold a public comment period.  As a member of the community and a property owner, she is asking Council to 
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review all the comments made tonight.  Once that is done, Council will realize that no one here tonight is in 

favor of the project as presented. She suggested that Council make a recommendation to NCDOT to deny this 

project and go along with the concerns of the citizens/property owners.   

 

Canadace Desipalo - she and her parents jointly own a house across from Edwards Jones Investments on 15th 

Street.   She undestands that the easement will go all the way to her front porch.  Speed limit is not enforced on 

15th Street and this is the main reason for accidents in this area. They have complained to the Police Department 

regarding speeding in this area.  

 

Mary Tyer - lives on E. 15th Street.  Concerns with medians.  It will devalue her home and every property on 

15th Street as it will deprive access to their driveways. She expressed that she is totally against the project.  
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 There being no further comments, Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing at 7:26pm. 

 

 Councilmember Pitt expressed comments regarding the NCLM’s advocacy goals and transportation 

projects. Councilmember Brooks said he feels the medians are not necessary, but he would prefer additional 

stoplights. He continued by stating Council should represent the citizens of Washington. 

Mayor Hodges and members of Council thanked everyone for attending the meeting and invited them to come 

back to future meetings.  

 

ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adjourned the meeting 

at 7:45pm until Monday, December 12, 2016 at 5:30 pm, in the Council Chambers.  

 

               

          

          ________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk  


